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ABSTRACT Non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA) has emerged as a promising solution for enabling
massive connectivity in future wireless networks. A great deal of research has extensively considered
the implementation of the NOMA with other technologies such as multi-antenna and cooperative
communications. Most of the previous studies focused on investigating the downlink NOMA networks,
while the uplink papers received relatively less attention. Besides, the majority of the current studies on
uplink NOMA schemes have neglected practical limitations. Motivated by this, we investigate the uplink
single-input multiple-output cooperative NOMA (SIMO-CNOMA) performance in the presence of hardware
impairment (HWI), imperfect channel state information (ipCSI), and imperfect successive interference
cancellation (ipSIC). We expand the scope of the proposed system to encompass multiple relay schemes,
within which the selection relay technique is executed. We derive the outage probability (OP) and the
system throughput of the considered system over the Rayleigh fading channels. In this respect, we provide
performance analysis for different combinations of relays and antennas. The OP and system throughput
analytical expressions are validated through computer simulations. In addition, the effects of HWI, ipCSI,
and ipSIC on the performance of the uplink SIMO-CNOMA are discussed. The results show that the system’s
performance can be improved with an increase in the relays and antenna numbers. Also, there is an error floor
at the high signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) in ideal conditions (i.e., in the absence of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC),
and the error floor is increased in non-ideal conditions (i.e., in the presence of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC). The
arbitrary number of users in the presence of non-ideal conditions increases the error and reduces the system’s
performance. Finally, although the performance gains obtained through the use of multiple antennas and
relays, the adverse effects of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC on system performance cannot be avoided.

INDEX TERMS CNOMA, HWI, ipCSI, OP, SIMO, throughput.

I. INTRODUCTION
Meeting the demands of the 6th-generation (6G) and beyond
wireless communication networks, which support a vast

The associate editor coordinating the review of this manuscript and

approving it for publication was Stefan Schwarz

number of connected devices with low communication
latencies and improved data rates, poses a significant
challenge. To address this, researchers are exploring new
communication technologies and system designs. Among
these technologies, non-orthogonal multiple access (NOMA)
has captured the attention of the research community as
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a promising solution to meet the requirements of 6G
networks [1], [2]. The NOMA is based on the concept
of utilizing the power domain for multiple access, which
enables multiple users to be multiplexed at the same time,
frequency, or code resources but at different power levels.
This technique employs successive interference cancellation
(SIC) to separate overlapping messages at the receiver,
resulting in significant improvements in both spectrum
efficiency and user fairness compared to the conventional
orthogonal multiple access (OMA) [3], [4], [5]. The evalua-
tion of performance in uplink NOMA systems is extensively
discussed in [6], [7], [8], and [9], where metrics such
as outage probability (OP) and ergodic capacity (EC) are
commonly utilized, taking into account both perfect and
imperfect channel state information (CSI).

On the other hand, cooperative communication is a
successful strategy for addressing issues related to multi-
path propagation, extending coverage, and improving the
reliability of communication systems [10]. A combination
of cooperative communication and NOMA has resulted in
the development of cooperative NOMA (CNOMA) systems,
which have garnered significant attention in recent papers.
The OP and throughput performance of the downlink
CNOMA over the Nakagami-m fading channels are evaluated
in [11]. The authors in [12] evaluate the OP performance
of CNOMA over the Rayleigh fading. The authors in [13]
examine the effectiveness of hybrid downlink-uplink NOMA
cooperative relay networks by analyzing the OP, diversity
order, and throughput. In [14], underlay cognitive hybrid
satellite-terrestrial for CNOMA has been analyzed for OP
over Rician fading and Nakagami-m fading. Furthermore,
multi-relay in NOMA systems can improve wireless network
coverage, capacity, reliability, and interference reduction.
These systems also enhance network resilience through
redundancy and diversity. The effect of the relay selection
on the performance of CNOMA is investigated in [15].
The authors of [16] present the performance of the NOMA
system with the aid of multiple relays where two-stage
relay selection with decode-and-forward (DF) and amplify-
and-forward (AF) relaying protocols. The performance of
the multiple relays assisted NOMA over the Nakagami-m
fading channels is investigated in [17]. In addition, advanced
approaches related to NOMA are being considered through
the adoption of emerging transmission techniques, such
as full-duplex communications and multi-antenna systems.
The authors in [18] explore the use of NOMA with
a multiple-antenna AF relaying network as a means of
enhancing system performance. The performance of a two-
user with simultaneous wireless information and power
transfer (SWIPT) of the cooperative multiple-input single-
output (MISO) NOMA system is examined in [19]. In [20],
the authors study the performance of the uplink single-
input multiple-output (SIMO) NOMA with joint maximum
likelihood detector in terms of bit error rate.

The aforementioned studies assume ideal hardware, per-
fect CSI, and SIC. In realistic communication systems, the
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hardware transceivers suffer from several imperfections due
to in-phase/quadrature (I/Q) imbalance in modulators, phase
noise in local oscillators, and non-linearity power amplifiers
[21], [22], [23]. The effect of the hardware impairment (HWI)
on the NOMA-based relay systems over the Nakagami-m
channels in terms of OP and ergodic sum rate performance
is evaluated in [24] and [25]. The BER and OP performance
of the CNOMA under practical assumptions where the
imperfect SIC (ipSIC), imperfect channel state information
(ipCSI), and hardware impairments (HWI) are investigated in
[26]. In [27] and [28], downlink NOMA with cognitive radio-
assisted satellite-terrestrial relay networks under joint effects
of channel estimation errors and HWI has been investigated
in terms of secrecy OP. In [29], the OP and intercept prob-
ability of cognitive ambient backscatter downlink NOMA
internet-of-vehicle enabled maritime transportation systems
communication with HWI has been examined. The ambient
backscatter-downlink NOMA communication with both IQI
and residual HWI has been analyzed in terms of OP and
ergodic rate [30]. The authors of [22] and [31] evaluate the
performance of OP and system throughput of downlink and
uplink CNOMA with IpCSI and 1QI.

As previously mentioned, considerable attention has been
given to the downlink CNOMA system with multiple relays
or/and antennas in previous literature, as in [10], [11],
[12], [13], [14], [15], [16], [17], [18], and [19]. However,
the uplink NOMA and CNOMA system has not garnered
an equivalent level of focus. The evaluation of the uplink
NOMA with and without ipCSI has been analyzed in [6],
[7], [8], and [9]. Moreover, multi-antenna technology plays
a crucial role in enhancing the performance of NOMA and
CNOMA schemes. These schemes have been predominantly
investigated for downlink improvements [19], [20], while
their potential in the uplink remains absent. Also, most
papers consider the effect of HWI for downlink NOMA and
CNOMA schemes [27], [28], [29], [30], while it is missing
in the uplink NOMA and CNOMA schemes. To the best of
the authors’ knowledge, the investigation of uplink SIMO-
CNOMA, both with and without multiple relays has not
been investigated. Besides, the practical constraints have been
neglected in all previous studies of the uplink of NOMA and
CNOMA. Therefore, it is important to consider the practical
constraints in the uplink CNOMA for realistic evaluations.
Motivated by this, the performance of the uplink SIMO-
CNOMA with the aid of multiple relays and an arbitrary
number of users is studied in this paper in the presence of
HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC. We analyze the OP and system
throughput of our considered system.

Accordingly, the main contributions of this work can be
summarized as follows:

o« We examine a practical multi-user uplink NOMA
scheme affected by HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC. Our analysis
includes the multi-relay scenario with the selection relay
(SR) technique and explores the use of SIMO to enhance
performance. The transmitter has a single antenna,
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while the receiver uses multiple antennas during the
cooperative scheme’s two transmission phases.

o We derive the OP and system throughput of our proposed
system with multiple relays and SIMO. We take into
account practical constraints such as HWI, ipCSI, and
ipSIC. The analytical expressions are validated by
computer simulations. An asymptotic analysis of the
system’s performance is examined in high SNR regions.
The objective of this analysis is to uncover valuable
insights regarding the effects of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC
parameters on the system’s performance. The results
reveal an impact of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC parameters
on the system’s performance in high SNR regions.

o The impact of the system parameters, such as HWI,
ipCSI, relay number, and the number of antennas
on the OP and system throughput performance of
the considered schemes are extensively investigated.
Numerical results show that the systems are limited by
the effects of HWI and ipCSI which have a degradation
on the system performance despite increases in the
number of antennas and relays.

The rest of the paper is organized as follows. The proposed
system is introduced in Section II. In Section III, we analyze
the OP and system throughput expressions. The simulation
results are presented in Section IV. Finally, Section V
concludes the paper.

Il. SYSTEM MODEL

We consider an uplink CNOMA system consisting of an
access point (AP), J users, and L relays denoted as {U}, j €
[1,J]} and {R; € [1, RL]}, respectively, as presented in Fig.1.
It is assumed that the AP and relays are equipped with N,
receive antennas given by {m € [1, N,]}. The SR is supposed
to be used in our system as in [32], where the selected relay
denotes as R;. The direct links between the users and the
AP are neglected due to the obstacles, so the AP receives
the users’ signals with the help of relays. The complex
Rayleigh channel coefficients between the users-relays and

relays-AP are presented as h}m’Rl F~ceNo, y {m N=da mu &)

and g{val} ~ CN(O’ y{m:Rl}
d.l. and d),

mR[ mR]

o Rz) respectively, Where

are distances between related nodes and

7 is the path loss exponent. We assume that CSI between
all nodes is imperfect and relay nodes work in half-duplex
(HD) mode. The estimated channel coefficients are given as
h]{m i) h]{-m R} _ ¢ and gim R} = gim R} _ o where e is the
channel estimation error as in [33]. and e ~ CN/(0, 062).

Based on the uplink CNOMA scheme, in the first phase,
the users transmit their signals simultaneously to the selected
relay R;. Hence, the received signal at relay / in the presence
of HWI and ipCSI can be expressed as

{m Ri}

Z(h{’" K4 e)(JoPx+ 0"y 40 (1)
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FIGURE 1. System model of uplink SIMO-CNOMA with SR.

where P is the total transmit power, «; is power allocation
(PA) coefficients in which j < ... < @3 < a2 < aj and
Zj a; = 1, n is the additive white Gaussian noise (AWGN)
n ~ CN(0, crnz),xj is the users signal withE[|xj|2] = 1, where
E[.] is the expectation operator.

Since R; node has N, antennas at the receiver, we suppose
that the selection combining (SC) technique! is used to
select the best-received signal. Thus, it is assumed the SC
is implemented based on the received signal-to-interference
plus noise ratios (SINR) for each signal i.e., the SIC for each
antenna is performed then the SC is used to select a better
received SINR. In general, the R; node decodes the received
signals using the SIC process, where the signal with a higher
power (i.e., the signal of Uj) is decoded first then the signal
with lower power (i.e., the signal of U;), and so on until the
last signal (i.e., the signal of Uj). The SIC is supposed to be
imperfect in this paper. The received SINRs for the signal
transmitted by the Uj to the R; in the first phase can be defined
as in (2), as shown at the bottom of the next page. In which

1pl_Z:k{le} 2P+O'2P~|—O'

n’

SIC factor

R; re-combines the decoded signals of the first phase
in new superimposed coding signals with different power
allocations according to the channel gain as in the first phase
(we assume the distribution of power in the second phase will
be the same as the first phase,ie., o < ... <3 < az < oy,
where Zj aj = 1) and forward it to AP in the second phase.
The received signal in the presence of HWI and ipCSI at the

¢ represents the residual

TAs it is known in the diversity combining techniques the maximal
ratio combining (MRC) is better than SC. In the uplink CNOMA, the
received signal consists of different signals coming from various sources
and channels. In this case, the implementation of SC at the receiver requires
less computational complexity compared to MRC to evaluate the system’s
performance. In the SC, the receiver chooses the signal with the highest
signal-to-noise ratio (SNR) and discards the others, while in MRC, all signals
are combined. Both of them are part of the diversity combining technique,
which is utilized to increase the reliability of wireless communication
systems. Thus, to evaluate the system performance of this paper and for less
complexity, we use the SC techniques.

VOLUME 11, 2023
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AP can be given as

Y}T’Rl} = @R + o) Z\/aijj + n}}n’Rl} +n, (3)
j=1

where n}m’R’ ! and n};"’R’} are the distortion term of the

HWI at the first and the second phase which are defined
2
respectively as in [26] with n}m’R’ b~ enNo, kl{m’Rl} P) and

nim Rl eN, KR p),

AP decodes the signals using the SIC process, where a
higher strength signal is decoded first then a lower strength
signal, and so on until the last signal (i.e., the U; is decoded
first then U and so on until U;). In SR schemes, only one
relay will be allowed to forward the signal. If relay I is
selected, it will transmit the signal to the AP in the second
phase. The relay whose path has the maximum SINR is
selected. Since the receiver at AP has multiple antennas, it is
assumed that the SC is used to select the best-received signal
based on the highest SINR. Hence, the SINR at AP in the
second phase can be given in (4), as shown at the bottom of
the next page. In which yy; = KMmR62p 4 62p 4 o2,

At the receiver of R; and AP, the SC technique is used
to select the best-received signal according to the highest
received SINR. It is supposed also the SR technology is
adopted, so only one path U;-R; and R;-AP will be allowed
to select, i.e., only one relay will be allowed to forward the
signal to the AP. Hence, the SINR of the optimal SR for U;
based on max-min relay selection criteria as in [34] can be
written as

. R
M= max (min (07750} 0 R0 (s)
Ri=Ry,....RL >

with
{m,R;} {m,R;}
Ly = m=r?,2.l.).(,N, W s (6)
D ™f = max (™R (7N
m=l1,..., N,

Ill. PERFORMANCE ANALYSIS

In this section, we derive the OP and system throughput
expressions of the considered system under HWI, ipCSI, and
ipSIC over the Rayleigh fading channel. Thus, OP and system
throughput of the considered system are derived in the below
subsections, respectively.

A. OUTAGE PROBABILITY

In this subsection, we derive the OP expressions of the uplink
SIMO-CNOMA assisted multiple relays with an arbitrary
number of users in the presence of HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC. To

detect multiple signals in a specific order, R; uses SIC. The
SIC starts with the signal that has the highest power and ends
with the signal that has the lowest power. In the first step,
R; uses maximum likelihood detection (MLD) to detect the
U signal. Then, the SIC is performed to detect the subsequent
signals. Once the U; signal is detected, it is removed from
the total received signal, and the same process is repeated
to detect the next signal. This process is repeated for all the
signals until the U; signal is detected.

Thereafter, the R; re-encodes the detected signals in phase
one and combines them in a new superimposed coding signal,
and forwards it to AP. In this latter, the detection will be
according to the power allocation of each signal, in which
the signal of the highest power (signal of Uj) is detected
first. Then, using the SIC detects the signals that have
lower powers. Assuming that the receivers are equipped with
multiple antennas while the transmitter has a single antenna,
in the two phases as presented in Fig. 1. It is assumed that the
SC technique is used at R; and AP to select the best-received
signals according to their SINRs. Also, SR technology is used
to choose the best signal transmission path according to the
SINRs of each path as described in (5). The OP of each user
is calculated in the subsubsections below.

1) CASE OF TWO USERS
o Outage probability of Uj: The OP of the U in the phase

one and two are defined as the probability of the received
SINR of the Uj is less than the threshold yy, 1, where
Vih1 = 2211 1, ry is the target rate of x;. The end-2-end
(e2e) OP of U signal, when SR and SC are implemented
under HWI and ipCSI is expressed as

Ry Nr
Pi(out) = H[l — (1 — H Pr (VIVTLI’RI < )/th,l))
1

m=1
Nr
x (1 — [P (n5" < Vth,l))]- ®)
m=1

Each term of (8) can be computed as given in (9)
and (10), as shown at the bottom of the next page,
respectively, shown at the top of the next page. In
(oezPKz{mI’Rl} ~|—082P+o,12), al =

2 2
P (al — y[h’lKl{T’[l)Rl} and b1 = P <Ol2 +K2{f711,R1} )

Thus, by substituting (9) and (10) into (8), we can obtain
the OP of the U as given in (11), as shown at the bottom
of the next page.

o Outage probability of U,: The outage of the U, signal
at R; and AP occurs if they cannot successfully decode
the U; and U signals. Thus, the e2e OP of the
U, signal under HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC can be written

which z; =

{m.Ri} _

o PR 2

YiI =
j+1
jrs ! i=i
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as in (12), as shown at the bottom of the next page.
Where yy2 = 222 — 1, ry is the target rate of x. Hence,
we can re-write (12) as

RL

Patour) = [ [[1 = Pa.stounPs n(oun).
1

(13)

where P; ; and P, jr are the OP of U, in the first phases
and the second phase, respectively,

Nr
P, 1(our) = [1 - (1 ~I1pr (Vl,l{m’R’} < Vth,l))

m=1

Nr
x (1 -1 (Vz,l{m’R’} < Vzh,z))],

m=1
(14)
and

Nr
P j1(out) = [1 - (1 ~I]er (Vl,ll{m’R’} < J/zh,l))

m=1

Nr
x (1 -1 (Vz,n{m’R’} < J/zh,z))]

m=1
(15)

Hence, each term of (14) can be computed as in (16)
and (17), as shown at the botztom of the next page,
G?PKI{T';’R[} +02P+ 0,12), a2 =
}2

as where z =

2
P (02 = v KTE07) and b2 = P (can + K5

By substituting (16) and (17) into (14), we get the OP of
U» in the first phase as (18), as shown at the bottom of the
next page. Likewise, each term in (15) can be calculated
as in (19) and (20), as shown at the bottom of the next
page.

By substituting (19) and (20) into (15), we get the OP
of the U; in the second phase as in (21), as shown at the
bottom of the next page. To find the e2e OP of the Uy,
we substitute (18) and (21) into (13).

2) CASE OF ARBITRARY NUMBER OF USERS

In order to obtain the OP for U; (where 1 < j < J),
it is required to determine the probability that user U; will
successfully detect both its own signal and the signals of users
who are further away in the two phases (i.e., at R; and AP).
In other words, the corresponding e2e OP of U; underHWI,

O!jP|§

m,R; |2

Vi {m.R} _

, “

j—1
> oPIgm R+ Y canPlgim R 4 [gmRIRKImRIZP 4y

it i=1

Nr Nr

[1pr (fo’}Rl < Vth,]) = HPF(Iillm’Rll

:nf:’[l(l_exp(

2 Y [D1R™ K2 4 24 ]

)

alx\hlm.R, ) (9)

_ 21Vh,1
al)\hlm.R, bl)/th’l)\hzm,Rl—i-al)\hlm,Rl

Nr

R B
HPI" (J/l{’n[’ll 1} < )/th,l) = H Pr |g{mle}|2 <
m=1

m=1

Nr
:H l1—exp| —
m=1

Vi A\ V11
Ri)2
(Oth — Vih,100P — )/th,lKI{Im ! P)

Vi A\ V1 ’ (10)

;)2
AglmRr) (011P — Yih,102P — Vth,lKI{Im & P)

P i | | s | 21Vih,1 al Xy mr,
1) = 1= —exp| — :
1(out) H[ I1 P\ T a0 m ) Bl A+ al

1 m=1

2
Nr Yin,1 (OEP (K,{;"’R’} + 1) + 0,,2)
X 1—|| 1 —exp i| (11
{m.R;)2
m=1 Aglm.Ry) (onP — Vi, 100P — ym 1K, P)

106710
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ipCSI, and ipSIC can be computed as

where yy, ; = 2% — 1, rj is the target rate of x;. Hence, (22)

can be re-written as

P;(out) Ry 4 J
o ) N Pioun = [[[1 = [T Prstoun [T Pintoun].  23)
L r . .
1 j=1 j=1
:H[l— 1—H(1— 17 (y [imR} y,hﬂ,-))
1 j=1 m=1 where
J Nr J Nr
x|1- H(1 —[1~r (yjf”}’ < )/th,l)) ] (22) Pir(out) = 1 — H(l ~ 1~ (yjf;”’R’} < ym,j)), (24)
J=1 m=1 j=1 m=1
R Nr Nr
Pr(out) = H[l - |:1 — (1 - H Pr (yl{f';’R’} < yth,]))(l - H Pr (yz{j;”R’} < y,h)g))j|
1 m=1 m=1
Nr Nr
x [1 = (1 — [T Pr (v < Vth,l))(l — [T er (5" < m,z))]], (12)
m=1 m=1
Nr
Zl)/th 1 al)\hl{m,Rl}
Pr (0 < ) = [1 —exp| ——— , (16)
1 n:!;[l al/\hlm,Rl bl)’th,l)\hz(le) + al>\hflm.R/)
Nr
Vih,2 a2y, imky)
Pr (77" < yu2) = |:1—ex v 2 ] 17
V2’1 yth,z H p aZAhzm‘R, b2)/,h,2/\h[m,R,1 + a2/\h2(m,R,) ( )
1

m=1

Nr

Paj(out) =1— (1 -11 [1 — exp

Vi1 }
bLym i A, mryy + al Xy k)

al)\hl(m,Rl)

al )\hlm,Rl

m=1
Nr
2Yih,2 a2y, ) ]
x| 1- 1 —exp| — d . (18)

( ngl: P( a2)\hzm,Rl ) b2yzh,2)\hlqm,R,) + az)‘hz(”’-Rl)

s Ve 1 Y11 2
Pr (Vl{,r;liRl} < )/zh,l) = H |:1 — exp(— /\t > ((le — Yih10aP — J/th,lKI{Im’Rl} P))i|’ (19)
m=1 glm Rl
M Yen2 ¥
2V
Pr (yz{f}’;R’} < )/th,Z) =11 [1 —exp | — " - } 0,
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and
J

Nr
R
Pjout) =1 — H(l -[1pr (VJ{'Z} < J/zh,j))a
j=1 m=1

(25)

where P;(out) and P; jj(out) are the OP of U; in the first
and the second phases, respectively. The term of (24) can be
calculated as in (26), as shown at the bottom of the next page.

Proof: Please see Appendix A. [ |
The term of (25) can be calculated as given in (27), as
shown at the bottom of the next page. By using the probability
density functions (PDF) and cumulative distribution function
(CDF) of Rayleigh fading, which are defined in [10], (27) can
be obtained as in (28), as shown at the bottom of the next page.
Thus, to find the OP of the first and the second phase of Uj,
we substitute (26) and (28) into (24) and (25), respectively.
Finally, to obtain the e2e OP of U; we substitute (24) and (25)
into (23).

B. ASYMPTOTIC OUTAGE PROBABILITY

In this subsection, we investigate the behavior of the
asymptotic OP in high SNR regimes which can be defined
as exp(—x) ~ (1 —x) as in [35], and [26] to gain insights into
our considered scenarios.

1) CASE OF TWO USERS
The asymptotic OP of the U is given in (29), as shown at the
bottom of the next page. In order to obtain the asymptotic
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OP of the U,, we need to find the OP of the first and
second phases as given in (30), as shown at the bottom of
the next page, and (31), as shown at the bottom of page 9.
Replacing (30) and (31) into (13), we find the asymptotic OP
of the U,.

2) CASE OF ARBITRARY NUMBER OF USERS

To obtain the asymptotic OP of U;, we need to find the
asymptotic OP of the first and second phases as given in (32)
and (33), as shown at the bottom of page 9. Substituting (32)
and (33) into (24) and (25) to find the asymptotic OP of
the first and second phases of the Uj, respectively. Thus, the
asymptotic OP of the U; can be expressed by replacing the
asymptotic OP of the first and second phases into (23).

C. SYSTEM THROUGHPUT
In this subsection, we provide the analytical expression of the
system throughput which is expressed as [22]

J

¢ = (1= Pilout))r;,

j=1
where Pj(out) is the e2e OP of U;.

(34)

IV. NUMERICAL RESULTS

In this section, the analytical OP and system throughput
expressions are validated by computer simulations. Partic-
ularly, we investigate the impact of the HWI, ipCSI, and
ipSIC on the uplink SIMO-CNOMA with SR and an arbitrary
number of users. The simulation results in all figures match
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TABLE 1. Simulations parameters.

In Fig. 2, we present the OP performance of the uplink
SIMO-CNOMA system with SR for two users under HWI,

parameter value

ipCSI, and ipSIC versus SNR with different numbers of relays

The path loss exponent 4

Distance between the 2 users and relays

dhl =3m dh,z =b5m

and users when [ = 1,2,3 and j = 1, 2, 3. The asymptotic

Distance between the 3 users and relays

dhl =3m th =4m dh:} =5m

Distance between the relays and AP dg =4m

OP curves given for the two users at the high SNR are

The PA in case of 2 users

a1 = 0.75 ag = 0.25

limited over the theoretical curves. We observe that the OP

performance of the users improves as the number of relays

and antennas increases. There is an error floor at all curves

The PA in case of 3 users a1 =0.Tas =02a3 =0.1
p) 7

The HWI coefficient K" = K7™ | 005

The channel estimation error o2 0.001

The residual SIC factor ¢ 0.001

of the users despite the increase in the number of relays and

perfectly with the numerical results. To validate our analysis,

the parameters are set as in Tab.1.

antennas. NOMA supports more users, so we evaluate the OP
performance with more than two users. In Fig.3, we present
an evaluation of the OP performance of the uplink SIMO-
CNOMA system with three users under HWI, ipCSI, and

Nr
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FIGURE 4. OP versus SNR for uplink SIMO-CNOMA comparison with the
ideal case.

ipSIC versus SNR with different numbers of relays and users
when !/ = 1,2,3 andj = 1, 2, 3. The asymptotic OP curves
for the three users are limited within the theoretical curves,
specifically in high SNR scenarios. It is observed that the
users’ performance improves as the antenna and relay number
increase. However, there is an error floor in the high SNR
regime as in Fig. 2 (case of two users), which can be attributed
to two primary factors. The first factor is the interference
between the users’ channels. The OP in the uplink CNOMA
depends on the first and second phases. As we know, in the
uplink CNOMA schemes in the first phase, all users transmit
their signals with different power simultaneously to the R;
node, so different signals are received at R; node from
different users with different channel quality, and this causes
interference between users channel which lead to errors in
the signals detecting during the SIC process, especially at
high SNR. Secondly, the imperfections in the system from
HWI and ipCSTI also contribute to the error floor. Through the
comparison between Fig. 2 and 3, we observe that the OP with
two users under the HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC is better than the
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FIGURE 5. OP performance evaluation for ipCSI and HWI for uplink
SIMO-CNOMA.

case of three users. In the case of three users, it can be easily
seen that the performance of the Uz was greatly affected
than the other users, as it records a very poor performance
in the presence of practical imperfections (HWI, ipCSI, and
ipSIC). In these imperfections, regardless of increasing the
number of relays and antennas, the performance of Uz does
not improve well. In the case of two users, the two users have
good performance, and they become better when the number
of relays and antennas increases in the presence of practical
imperfections. The increasing number of users affects the
distribution of power to the rest of the users, which affects
the SIC process. The presence of practical imperfections
with more users reduces the system’s performance. Fig. 4
presents the OP of the uplink SIMO-CNOMA with two and
three users under ideal and non-ideal conditions (HWI, ipCSI,
and ipSIC) when [ = 3 with two and three users. The
performance of the users improves as the antenna number
increases, and there is an error floor at the high SNR. In the
non-ideal case, we observe that the presence of the HWI
and ipCSI increases the error floor of the users’ signals.
However, the effect of HWI and ipCSI was bigger in the
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case of the three users than in the case of the two users,
especially at the Uz. As we know, in the uplink CNOMA
scheme, the OP depends on the first and second phases. Thus,
the error floor comes from the first or second phases or both.
Through previous analysis in the literature, when there are
no interference channels as in the downlink NOMA schemes
[26], there is no error floor in the ideal case. Based on that the
error floor comes from the first phase in the uplink SIMO-
CNOMA, where multiple users with different channels are
sent their signals simultaneously to R; node. The interference
of channels occurs at the R; node which affects the SIC and
causes an error floor on the users’ signals with growth SNR.
In the practical imperfections (HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC) case,
it can be seen that the OP performance of the system gets
worse, and the U3 has a poor OP performance that is close to
1 despite increasing antennas number. It proves the previous
discussions in Fig. 2 and 3, that the imperfections of HWI and
ipCSI contribute to the error floor in the system performance,
and the more number of users affects the system performance
of the users.

The impact of the channel estimation error and HWI factors
on OP performance with SNR = 20 dB are evaluated in
Figs. 5(a) and 5(b), respectively when [ = 3 and j = 3.
We can observe that increasing the channel estimation
error and HWI factors decreases the OP performance of
all users. It can be easily seen that the HWI has less
effect on the outage performance compared to the ipCSI
effects with all antenna numbers. The Uz diminishes very

106716

quickly with an increase ipCSI factor compared to the
HWI factor although the increase in antenna number. This
implies that the performance of the system depends more
significantly on channel estimation error than on HWI.
However, the presence of HWI and ipCSI affect the SIC
and the detection signals. It is clear that the large number
of users in the presence of practical imperfections will affect
the performance of users more. Because it reduces the power
allocation of users and causes complexity in the detection.
Under these circumstances, with the effects of practical
imperfections, the error will be greater, so it is recommended
to use fewer number users to obtain better performance.
This proves the validity of previous analyzes of NOMA
schemes as [36] and [37] (downlink NOMA schemes), that
a large number of users reduces performance and increases
error.

In Fig.6, we illustrate the system throughput of the uplink
SIMO-CNOMA with different numbers of relays and antenna
in the presence of HWI, ipcSI, and ipSIC w.r.t SNR when
I =1,2,3andj = 1, 2. We can observe that by increasing
the number of relays and antennas the system throughput
improves. In another scenario, when there are more than
two users, in Fig. 7, the system throughput of the uplink
SIMO-CNOMA with SR in the presence of HWI, ipCSI,
and ipSIC with a different number of relays and users when
I=1,2,3andj =1, 2, 3. It is observed that the throughput
performance increases as the relay and antenna numbers
increase. By comparing Fig. 6 and 7, it can be easily seen
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FIGURE 8. Throughput versus SNR for uplink SIMO-CNOMA comparison
with the ideal case.

that increasing the number of users increases the system
throughput performance.

To examine the impact of imperfections (HWI and ipCSI)
on the system throughput performance, Fig. 8 presents the
uplink SIMO-CNOMA when [ = 1, 2, 3 in the case of two
and three users. We can observe that the system throughput
of the ideal HWI and ipCSI (K = 0 and 0} = 0)
achieves a higher performance gain compared to the non-
ideal condition (K = 0.05 and Uez = 0.001). Also, the effect
of HWI and ipCSI was higher with three users compared
to the two users. Increasing the number of users reduces
the power allocation of the other users which effect the SIC
and the signal detection. It recommends that the use of a
lower number of users is better to achieve higher performance
gain.

In order to examine the impact of HWI and ipCSI, in Fig. 9,
we evaluate the impact of the HWI and ipCSI on the
considered system in the presence of ipSIC when SNR =
20 dB, I = 3 andj = 3. We observe that both HWI
and ipCSI have a negative impact on the system throughput

VOLUME 11, 2023

0.28 P 'I\_/ilneks: si_rnh 3
0.6 F arkers: theo

p
0.24 F ® mo
0.22 F ¢ m=3

021 ]

0.18 b

Throughput (bps/Hz)

0.1F 3

0 0.01 0.02 0.03 004 005 0.06 0.07 008 0.09 0.1

g
e

(a) Throughput w.r.t. ipCSIL.

~N
I
=
1%
Q
=
=1
o
<
(=2}
=)
<
o

= ® m=1

0.52 - ® mwo

® m=3

q Lines: sim

Markers: theo |

0 0.01 0.02 0.03 004 0.05 006 0.07 0.08 009 0.1
K

(b) Throughput w.r.t. HWIL.

FIGURE 9. Throughput performance evaluation for ipCSI and HWI.

performance. In Fig. 9 (a), we can easily see that increasing
the ipCSI factor decreases system throughput faster, while
as can be seen in Fig. 9 (b), an increase in the HWI factor
decreases system performance to a lesser extent. Accordingly,
system performance is affected by channel estimation error
much more than HWI. Also, the HWI and ipCSI weaken the
SIC to detect users’ signals.

V. CONCLUSION

In this paper, we examine the performance of the OP and
system throughput of the uplink SIMO-NOMA system with
multiple relays, taking into account practical considerations
such as HWI, ipCSI, and ipSIC. By deriving mathematical
expressions for the OP and system throughput, we demon-
strate that the analytical results match the simulation results.
In addition, we discuss the effect of the HWI, ipCSI, and
ipSIC on the performance of the uplink SIMO-CNOMA
with multiple relays and its crucial role in the system.
The findings reveal that irrespective of the number of
relays and antennas employed under HWI, ipCSI and ipSIC
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conditions, the presence of a high number of users reduces
the performance of the system. A lower number of users
is better for high-performance gain with fewer errors. The
ipCSI has a higher impact on the performance compared
to HWI on the considered system. However, the system
performance improves as the number of antennas and
relays increases. This paper can give valuable insights into
the practical implementation of the uplink SIMO-CNOMA
system. For future work, it is important to take into account
the investigation of multiple input multiple output (MIMO)

technology during both phases in the uplink CNOMA to
enhance the system’s performance.

APPENDIX A
The OP of the Uj; in the first phase is presented in (24). Hence,
we can calculate the term H _ Pr (y{I Ry y,h,j) of (24)

as given in (35), as shown at the bottom of the page. By using
the PDF and CDF, we determine (35) as given in (36), as
shown at the bottom of the page.
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J

Ri)2
P = yin k"™ )N ok

)

X
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). (37)

The integral of (36) can be calculated as in [38]. Hence,
we can obtain (36) as given in (37), as shown at the top of the
page. The proof is completed.
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