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Children, armed conflict and displacement

RQ1: How are the childhoods of young Iraqi and Syrian child 
refugees affected by armed conflict and their forced displacement 
to Beirut’s northern suburbs?

RQ2: How are the young Iraqi and Syrian child refugees’ 
opportunities to play and constructions of play affected by their 
experiences of armed conflict and forced displacement in Beirut’s 
northern suburbs?

RQ3: How might young refugee children’s play opportunities be 
improved in Beirut’s northern suburbs?



Theoretical 
model

Bringing together 

multiple, interrelated, 

and overlapping 

theories to shed light 

on the three interlinked 

themes of ‘War and 

displacement’, 

‘childhood’ and ‘play’.



Two Iraqi FamiliesTwo Syrian Families

A Day in the Life (DITL) 

(Gillen & Cameron, 2010)

By Anna Viteeva/ dreamstime.com



DITL: Ongoing Informed Consent + 
Participatory Methods
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Do Your School-Aged Children Attend 
school?

Yes Some No

Questionnaire Data: School Attendance



81%

19%

Does Your Child Play at Home?

Yes No

52%
48%

Does Your Child Play Anywhere Else?

Yes No

Questionnaire Data: Play



Maria Case Study



Limited 

play 

resources





Culture, weddings, music and dance





Conclusion
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