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How did it come to this – and what does world history tell us about Trump’s dangerous de-regulation of arms control?
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New nuclear power plant planned in Suffolk
‘would devastate wildlife’

Before Donald Trump had even become president, he was calling for a new arms race. On 22
December 2016, he tweeted: “The United States must greatly strengthen and expand its nuclear

capability until such time as the world comes to its senses regarding nukes.”

With the world distracted by Covid-19 and the approaching 2020 presidential election, Trump has now
threatened to undertake the first nuclear weapon tests in America since 1992, the idea was reportedly discussed
by senor Trump officials at a meeting in the White House on 15 May. These tests could start a new multilateral
Cold War and have already provoked North Korea.

So how did it come to this – and what does world history tell us about Trump’s dangerous de-regulation of arms
control?

During the Cold War, aspirant superpowers saw nuclear weapon tests as a way to regain geopolitical control
after the Second World War – despite their bankrupted national economies and diminishing empires. This
offers an unfortunate allegory for Trump’s contemporary aspirations, as he reflects upon the isolationist state
that he has created, and battles for a distraction from the harm that he has caused.

While the historic nuclear weapon tests undertaken by the US, UK, China, Russia and France brought power,
they also harmed the soldiers who undertook the tests, and devastated surrounding local communities. For
example, Runit Island became uninhabitable due to radioactive waste from nuclear tests on the US’s Marshall
Islands. The Marshallese can never return home, and Runit Dome, a tomb-like structure which holds thousands
of tons of radioactive waste, poses a climate threat as sea levels rise. We know the devastation that nuclear arms
can cause, yet progress is slow. The 1996 Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty has been ratified by 154 countries, but
has not entered into force.

It is now 50 years since the Non-Proliferation Treaty
(NPT) became international law. This was the first
treaty to aspire to non-proliferation and
disarmament. While the US remains a member, it is

Read more
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Trump in talks to conduct first US nuclear test
in decades

US pushing to punish Iran by invoking nuclear
deal Trump abandoned

ignoring its duties and may obstruct renewal in 2021.
Trump has shunned several other vital treaties in the
last three years. These include NewSTART, the last
US-Russia agreement; the Iran Deal; the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF); and
recently, the Open Skies Treaty. When asked about
Open Skies, Trump said, “I think what’s going to
happen is that we’ll pull out, and they’ll come back,
and want to make a deal.” Even Russia is concerned

by Trump’s actions.

What Trump appears to misunderstand is that arms control is not merely a business trade-off. Nuclear treaties
must be managed with delicacy and sensitivity. They are designed to maintain global geopolitical stability by
cooperation and consensus. One does not simply “pull out”. Our wailing Cassandras were the Democrats,
shouted down by a Republican majority when they tried to introduce a “Restricting First Use of Nuclear
Weapons Act” in 2017. This is when the nuclear taboo began to unravel.

SUBSCRIBE NOW LOGIN

https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/sizewell-c-nuclear-power-plant-wildlife-edf-energy-a9534631.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/environment/sizewell-c-nuclear-power-plant-wildlife-edf-energy-a9534631.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-nuclear-test-white-house-russia-china-a9529546.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-politics/trump-nuclear-test-white-house-russia-china-a9529546.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/us-iran-punishment-trump-nuclear-deal-abandon-un-embargo-a9494796.html
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/middle-east/us-iran-punishment-trump-nuclear-deal-abandon-un-embargo-a9494796.html
https://www.state.gov/new-start/
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/politics/kim-darroch-leak-memo-trump-iran-nuclear-deal-obama-latest-met-police-a9003951.html
https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/INFtreaty
https://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/treaty-on-open-skies/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/national-security/trump-administration-discussed-conducting-first-us-nuclear-test-in-decades/2020/05/22/a805c904-9c5b-11ea-b60c-3be060a4f8e1_story.html
https://www.cambridge.org/core/books/nuclear-taboo/7ECD36D9D7B2C09B95848CAB78503A21
http://go.redirectingat.com/?id=44681X1458326&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theguardian.com%2Fscience%2Fbrain-flapping%2F2017%2Fsep%2F15%2Fin-the-shadow-of-fat-man-and-little-boy-how-the-stigma-of-nuclear-war-was-unravelled&sref=http://www.independent.co.uk/voices/trump-nuclear-testing-iran-china-russia-marshall-islands-a9542536.html&xcust=xid:fr1598432169805dif
https://www.independent.co.uk/subscribe?itm_channel=native&itm_campaign=top_right_subscribe&itm_audience=prospecting&itm_content=anonymous
javascript:void(0);
https://www.independent.co.uk/
javascript:void(0);


26/08/2020 Trump is looking to restart nuclear tests for the first time in 28 years, and we should all be worried | The Independent

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/trump-nuclear-testing-iran-china-russia-marshall-islands-a9542536.html 6/7

PROMOTED BY THE INDEPENDENT |Sponsored

10 ways to plan for the future and protect your finances

WEIGHT LOSS GROOVE |Sponsored

Susan Boyle Is So Skinny Now And Looks Like A Model – We Can’t Stop Staring (Photos)

INVESTING.COM |Sponsored

Canceled: These Shows Won't be Coming Back Next Season

Comments
Share your thoughts and debate the big issues

Learn more

Join the discussion

NEWS

Stephen Colbert casts Trump as Thanos in elaborate Avengers parody

US ELECTION

AOC and Biden mock first night of Republican convention

They Took The Same Photo Every 5 Years Staring In 1982

Loading comments...

SUBSCRIBE NOW LOGIN

https://www.independent.co.uk/money/10-ways-to-plan-for-the-future-and-protect-your-finances-a9664596.html?itm_channel=taboola_5&itm_campaign=apl&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=native&tblci=GiCZbCRPUNa5hbJWra9JW4GEywb7w_M5uQ8UlxqwRIiSzCC_5D4#tblciGiCZbCRPUNa5hbJWra9JW4GEywb7w_M5uQ8UlxqwRIiSzCC_5D4
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=native-thumbnails-1:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%208:
https://weightlossgroove.com/51-celebrities-their-phenomenal-weight-loss-transformation-susanboyle-tab/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_campaign=5421090&utm_term=Susan+Boyle+Is+So+Skinny+Now+And+Looks+Like+A+Model+%E2%80%93+We+Can%E2%80%99t+Stop+Staring+%28Photos%29&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Fa1a9c7415d0c338364983e9a8614f69d.jpg&id=2020-08-26+08%3A56%3A09
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%209:
https://za.investing.com/magazine/renewed-or-canceled-the-status-of-every-tv-show-for-2020/?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=cpm&utm_campaign=5629883&utm_term=eslmedia-theindependent&origin=taboola&tp[click_id]=GiCZbCRPUNa5hbJWra9JW4GEywb7w_M5uQ8UlxqwRIiSzCCbi0w&tp[site_id]=1018671&tp[site]=eslmedia-theindependent&tp[ts]=2020-08-26+08%3A56%3A09&tp[campaign_id]=5629883&tp[campaign_item_id]=2916618427#tblciGiCZbCRPUNa5hbJWra9JW4GEywb7w_M5uQ8UlxqwRIiSzCCbi0w
https://popup.taboola.com/en/?template=colorbox&utm_source=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=thumbs-feed-01:Below%20Article%20Thumbnails%20|%20Card%2011:
https://www.independent.co.uk/arts-entertainment/tv/news/trump-late-show-colbert-avengers-thanos-parody-rnc-marvel-a9686636.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=Feed
https://www.independent.co.uk/news/world/americas/us-election/rnc-2020-republican-convention-trump-aoc-biden-us-election-elephants-a9686736.html?utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=Feed
https://drivepedia.com/news/five-friends-photo-five-years-tb/?utm_campaign=Five%20Year%20Photos%20Adrian1805%20SAFE%20En%20-%20Desktop%20GBR&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=eslmedia-theindependent&utm_term=They+Took+The+Same+Photo+Every+5+Years+Staring+In+1982&utm_content=http%3A%2F%2Fl.yimg.com%2Fav%2Fcurveball%2Fads%2Fpr%2FNONE%2F450x450%2F9db63cb728f48440b799b99710d68339.jpeg&psl=g_875239
https://www.independent.co.uk/subscribe?itm_channel=native&itm_campaign=top_right_subscribe&itm_audience=prospecting&itm_content=anonymous
javascript:void(0);
https://www.independent.co.uk/
javascript:void(0);


26/08/2020 Trump is looking to restart nuclear tests for the first time in 28 years, and we should all be worried | The Independent

https://www.independent.co.uk/voices/trump-nuclear-testing-iran-china-russia-marshall-islands-a9542536.html 5/7

However, the future is unwritten. We may be on the cusp of peace, or on the precipice of a new multilateral
Cold War – undertaken by trumped-up men who think that they are above international law.

Dr Becky Alexis-Martin is a lecturer in human geography at Manchester Metropolitan University. She researches
nuclear culture and geopolitics. She is the author of "Disarming Doomsday: �e Human Impact of Nuclear
Weapons Since Hiroshima" which has been shortlisted for the L.H.M. Ling Outstanding First Book Award
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While Trump claims to admire his Republican predecessor Ronald Reagan, it is clear to everyone that they are
very different men. While Reagan also came to presidency as a long-term critic of arms control, by the end of
his stint, he had become an advocate for disarmament and was reported to have said, “Why wait until the end of
the century for a world free of nuclear weapons?” It is preposterous to imagine these words being uttered by
Trump.

Johnson talks about 'replacing' Iran nuclear deal with 'Trump deal'

For Americans, Trump’s nuclear posturing is poorly timed. The aftermath of the Covid-19 pandemic could
provide opportunities for investment in health, technology and sustainable economic growth – instead Trump
appears to want to nuke state funding away. The cost of US nuclear tests will demonstrate nothing to the world,
apart from the dangers of applying neoliberal ideologies of deregulation to arms control.

Meanwhile, the international community are pushing back against nuclear weapons. Fiji, Namibia and Belize
have recently ratified the 2017 UN Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons. Only 13 more ratifications are
needed until it comes into force. Nobel Peace Prize-winning treaty developer Tim Wright told me, “While most
nations are advancing disarmament through the new UN nuclear weapon ban treaty, the Trump administration
is actively undermining that cause.”

Nuclear weapons are a dirty, dangerous, and dated technology at the best of times. Eight nations have
detonated 2,056 nuclear explosions over the last 75 years, so I am pretty sure that we know how they work by
now. When we reflect upon the global legacy of harm they have caused, it is clear that tight arms control and
gradual disarmament are essential.
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