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ASEAN PARA GAMES

OPENING AND CLOSING CEREMONIES
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OVERVIEW

The Opening and Closing Ceremonies of the 8th ASEAN Para
Games was directed by the award-winning Creative Director
Philip Tan (Philbeat), who led a core creative team of 75 mem-
bers. The ceremonies’ carried a bold central message, which is
the celebration of human beings’ physical and mental abilities.
This is a radical departure from the tone of charity that had hith-
erto dominated the disability discourse in Singapore and the re-
gion. Philip embedded colleagues with disability into all stages of
production. A complex environment of teaching and learning was
built into the 2-year production process. Associate Directors
worked with other individuals and teams, which included profes-
sionals, schools (comprising special education schools, secon-
dary and tertiary institutions) and volunteers.



IMPACT

The Ceremonies generated positive impact to its audiences, par-
ticipants, partner institutions, and creative team members. Singa-
pore’s Prime Minister called it ‘spectacular’. Together with the suc-
cessful run of the Games (‘best ever’ — The New Paper 2015),
they are paving the way for a paradigm shift in the disability dis-
course in Singapore and the region. Firsts for the Ceremonies
include: being beamed live to 3 countries and Youtube to 600 mil-
lion in the region and beyond, with live interpretation and live cap-
tioning. For a partnering school, the process was ‘exceptional’,
letting ‘the status of our students with disabilities soar to great
heights in an international platform’ (Metta School). For the Singa-
pore Association for the Deaf, the Ceremonies marked ‘a giant
step towards an inclusive Singaporean society’, and the Creative
Team were ‘most open-minded, and thoughtful to our inputs’. Out-
puts generated include programme booklets (also in Braille)
which are distributed to school libraries. Films that we commis-
sioned subsequently competed at the Annecy, Ottawa and
Bucheon International Animated Film Festivals, which are in




France, Canada and Korea. The arts industry is normalising conven-
tions that the Ceremonies pioneered, including incorporating sign lan-
guage as performative elements. The exceptional quality of the Ceremo-
nies made cultural workers and educators reassess the possibilities of
‘community art’. Feedback from students from Ngee Ann Polytechnic
who made short films for the ceremonies, for instance, was highly posi-
tive. Not only have they found being ‘thrown into the deep end of the
pool” allowed them to ‘learn organisational skills’ and become ‘much
more confident with the new cameras’, the experience had allowed
them to ‘see disability differently’, and they were ‘especially honoured
to ‘make history’. With their involvement in the Games as their thesis
project, the four students successfully graduated with a diploma in Info-
Comm Technology.




5 HIGHLIGHTS

The Opening and Closing Ceremonies (OCC) of
the 8th ASEAN Para Games (APG), Celebrate
the Extraordinary, is an exuberant celebration of
the mental and physical strengths of people of all
abilities.

1. SG50 Celebrations Finale

The Opening and Closing shows are a spectacu-
lar finale of our year-long SG50 celebrations. We
are extremely fortunate to collaborate with stu-
dents from fifteen Special Schools, as well as the
community.

2a. Sports + arts: ceremony and performance

For the first time in the ASEAN Para Games
Opening Ceremony history, formal aspects of the
official ceremony — from oath-taking to torch relay
— was meticulously woven within the narrative of
the performance.

2b. Sports + arts: sports stars as performers

Our national sporting heroes past and present,
such as Raja Singh (Wheelchair Racing), Aishah
Samad (Shooting), Theresa Goh (Swimming),
Khirmern Mohamad (Athletics, pictured) and
Paralympian Yip Pin Xiu (Swimming) were trans-
formed into characters as part of the perform-
ance.

3a. Inclusive: anchored and inspired by persons
with disability

We are resolutely inclusive. The show is en-abled
by industry professionals, students and volun-
teers with a wide range of abilities and talents
who work together to create something surpris-
ing and sublime. Every single item in the Open-
ing Ceremony has been anchored and inspired
by an athlete, performer or creative team mem-
ber with disability. The Creative Team is also very
fortunate to have people with disability to join the
core team. They are the people who help us to
grasp, expand and spread the true meaning of
the ASEAN Para Games.

3b. Inclusive: barrier-free

For the first time in Singapore broadcasting, we
have ‘live’ sign language interpretation and live
captioning. We have worked in close consulta-
tion with the Singapore Association for the Deaf.
Mr Neo Hock Sik, Senior Manager of the Deaf Ac-
cess Services states that if this come true, ‘it will
be overwhelming for the deaf and hard of hear-
ing. Please do not forget that 3% to 5% of Singa-
poreans have hearing problems’.



4. Interactive + immersive: get Hands On!

Each part, or ‘movement’ of the shows is interac-
tive and immersive. Spectacular video projec-
tions illuminate and transform the entire Singa-
pore Indoor Stadium (Opening Ceremony) and
Marina Bay Sands (Closing Ceremony). Many of
these video projections are created from art-
works made by students from the Association for
People with Special Needs, the Cerebral Palsy
Alliance Singapore and other Schools.

5a. Cultivating a legacy: developing new talents

This show is also about discovering and nurtur-
ing emerging talents. Hence, apart from house-
hold names in the core Creative Team (such as
Venice Film Festival alumni filmmaker Bertrand
Lee), we are working with tomorrow’s stars (such
as Associate Visual Director Timothy Chan, born
1990).




5b. Cultivating a legacy: within Singapore, and beyond

Through the show, we want to enhance our understanding of (dis)ability
and difference. Let’s shift perspectives and be a catalyst for change in
the disability discourse in Singapore and the region. This show is our
effort to encourage our ASEAN partners to understand, learn, appreci-
ate and to have a renewed respect for people with disability. We want
this show to be a game-changer with its bold central message, innova-
tive aesthetic approach and inclusive working process. Celebrate the
Extraordinary is a jubilant celebration of, by and for people of all abili-
ties, from all walks of life. This is the perfect metaphor for the inclusive
community, society, country, region and world that we dream for!



Artwork by Associate
Visual Director
Kleopatra Korai for the
first movement

PERFORMERS & VOLUNTEERS: STORIES AND QUOTES

Athlete

Choo Poh Choon, Basketball Player, Wheelchair dancer

‘| have always wanted to represent Singapore in a major sporting event
from a tender age. Now, I'm actually living THE dream by participating
in the 8th ASEAN Para Games Singapore 2015! Wheelchair basketball
helps me work as a team with people of different types of disabilities
and most importantly, unique abilities!’



Volunteer

Michael Lee, 57, Motivator

‘Here, hearty old ties are renewed and warm new
friendships forged. Sports pulls individuals
closely together regardless of race, language or
religion! | admire the athletes’ indomitable spirit
as it soars to even greater heights through the
Games. Let the human spirit triumph!’

Performers

Patricia Gerardine Tomnob Merilo, 18, Redeafina-
tion

http://redeafination.com

‘| found it very tiring at first, as the dance is
rather long and there were a lot of new steps to
learn. But we persevered and kept on practising
over and over, until our steps were right. Now, we
can remember them very well! | just wish to say
that people with disabilities have hidden abilities
and talents too, and this is what this whole event
is all about: making sure that those talents will
come to light. All the dreams you have can come
true. Never underestimate yourself.’

Lily Goh, Extraordinary Horizons

http://www.eohorizons.com

‘While the APG does not feature any games for
the Deaf, we are so glad to be part of the per-
forming showcase. We welcome this gesture of
inclusivity and display of support to the communi-
ties with special needs. For the first time, we are
involved with the choreography of different move-
ments in the Opening and Closing Ceremonies.

It is important to have an awareness and under-
standing of different disabilities, especially when
mainstream communities may have their conser-
vative views. We hope to have continuous sup-
port from them, as well as Singapore govern-
ment.’

Registered in 2011, ExtraOrdinary Horizons (EO
Horizons) is a social enterprise run by Deaf with
its vision to create an inclusive society where the
disadvantaged attain confidence in their own
abilities. It aims to promote deaf awareness
through sign language courses, workshops, out-
reach programs, tuition services, interpretation
services and performances. EO Horizons also
aims to help Deaf better integrate into main-
stream society and to be accepted for who

they are. Revenue from courses, programs and
performances are used to sustain this social en-
terprise and fund the employment of deaf

staff. The employment of the disadvantaged help
them to gain self-confidence to overcome life
challenges through their attained skills and knowl-
edge to become contributing members of the so-
ciety.
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Luo Mang, 15, Eden School

‘| like to dance. I'm very happy to be able to
dance for the 8th ASEAN Para Games.’

Lou Mang has moderate autism but that does
not stop her from pursuing her passion and tal-
ent in dancing. She faces challenges especially
in the area of social communication. She may
have difficulty expressing her needs such as
when she is tired or in pain, and may not under-
stand social rules. However, Luo Mang’s mother
has cultivated her interests in dancing and music
since young, tapping on her talent and interest.
This has enabled Luo Mang to partake in many
school performances and given her the opportu-
nity to showcase her talents to schoolmates,
teachers and the public. She has won 2 Awards
(a Talent Award and a Best Visual Award) in the
Hong Kong Autistic Talent Gala Competition
2014 organized by the AnAn Foundation. Luo
Mang also plays the piano and has achieved
Grade 6 certification. With strong parental sup-
port and collaboration, guided practice from the
trainers and her teachers, and her own time in-
vested in practicing the movements, Luo Mang
has been doing extremely well in the perform-
ance rehearsals.

Warren Cheh Zheng Wei, 14, Grace Orchard
School

‘| have never performed in front of so many peo-
ple in such a big place. It was challenging to
learn new things but | never gave up because |
saw myself improving and | wanted to keep on
improving.’

When Warren was selected for the Circus Act for
the Opening Ceremony he was initially very reluc-
tant to join, as it meant a commitment to prac-
tices twice a week. He would try to find all sort of
excuses not to go for practice and rehearsals.
Yet, seeing senior classmates perform, Warren
got really motivated. He started attending and
even helping out in the practices, making sure

he is practicing as much as he can.

Lidiya Binte Rymee Iskandar, 12, Singer (Rain-
bow Centre)

‘| love to work with people and | love music. | am
so glad that | have been given this opportunity
where | get to experience both of that.’
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Muhammad Firhad Bin Azhar, 13, Chorus Singer

(Cerebral Palsy Alliance of Singapore School)

‘| feel nervous as it is the first time | am perform-
ing in front of so many people! But | also look for-
ward to being part of this whole ceremony.’

Muhammad |zzat Bin Abdullah, Grace Orchard
School

Being part of the APG Opening Ceremony has
helped Muhammad |zzat Bin Abdullah in numer-
ous ways. As lzzat is a new boy in school, he
hardly talks and does not participate in activities.
So when he was selected to be in the choir and
he confidently agreed, it was a huge surprise to
his teachers. Now, |zzat participates in singing
for APG actively, with gusto!

Chang En, 16, Anglo-Chinese Junior College

‘| feel honoured to be involved in as it is for a
very meaningful cause. It's even more significant
because it's held in our home country. By work-
ing with these new friends, | have learnt to appre-
ciate what | have and to never stop believing in
what | want to do. Although there may be many
obstacles along the way, overcoming them will
bring about a great feeling of satisfaction. The
human spirit can conqguer each and every prob-
lem!’

West Styles District (WSD), ITE College West

With 30 dancers under their wing, ITE College
West's West Styles District (WSD) has been in ac-
tion for the past five years, taking part in competi-
tions such as the Super24 Dance Competition
(2010). Student-initiated, the group has per-
formed in the NTU Fest 2014, ITE Fiesta 2014,
ITE College West 5th Anniversary, ITE Cultural
Nite 2015, the Republic Polytechnic Dance Pro-
duction, Momentum 2014, at the E2i Career Fair
2015 and many more. WSD feels privileged to
work with people from different dance groups
which allow them to exhibit team work and the
true Singaporean spirit.

Animation by filmmaker Kleopatra Korai for Move-
ment 1
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CREATIVE TEAM: STORIES AND QUOTES

Core Creative Team

Philip Tan, Creative Director, Music Director, Com-
poser www.philbeat.com

Philip Tan is an award-winning, critically-
acclaimed Creative Director with a 20-year inter-
national portfolio. He is also a Composer, Sur-
round Sound Designer, Visual and Performing
Arts Consultant, as well as a well-respected Edu-
cator and Arts Community Leader. Since 1998,
Tan has worked with cultural workers, individuals
and groups with disability. He has been running
programmes for welfare organizations which in-
clude VSA, AWWA, Boys Home, Grace Haven,
Metta school, Jurong Garden Special School,
Chao Yang Special school, Andrew and Grace
Home. He has also helped to put up perform-
ances involving people with disabilities for NKF,
THK, Community Chest Fundraising with Media
Corp production since 2004.

Recent high-profile multidisciplinary events he
led include the Opening of the Sports Hub 2015,
Opening of the Gardens by the Bay 2012, 20th
World Orchid Conference 2011, 27th SEA
Games Closing Ceremony 2013, Garden Rhap-
sody Light and Sound show 2012-2013. Philip’s
work has been praised as ‘Gesamtkunstwerk’ - a
total work of art (Dr K.K. Seet 2012) and ‘one of
the most innovative performances I've ever seen’
(Minister Heng Swee Keat). A large-scale com-
mission was described to have ‘set a new bench-
mark that is hard to match’ (Ambassador Robert

Chua 2013), while another is ‘spectacular’ as ‘a
world class event that bears resemblance to
what China did for the Olympics’ (Dr. John Elliott,
2011). On top of that, Tan has also been de-
scribed as ‘one of the best composers in South-
east Asia’ (Sarajevo reviewer). Tan’s zest for ex-
ploration of new formats, technologies, ideas
and multi-media story-telling have been show-
cased in more than 30 countries worldwide.

Philip was awarded the Young Artist Award in
2007 for his visionary approach, enthusiasm and
sincerity which has also inspired people from all
sectors of the community. Tan holds a Master of
Arts from Kingston University, UK, 2001.
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Pua Jin Wen, Movement Director

‘I am extremely humbled to have been given this
opportunity to be a part of the Creative Team, to
explore and showcase the strong human spirit of
the Games. This show proves that there are truly
no limits within the sports and the arts, and that
everyone can be a player and creator. It is sim-
ply about how we open our hearts and minds to
it. The way athletes and performers collaborate
reveals how we can build friendship and connect
with one another — which is the spirit of the
Games. With our neighbouring countries coming
together, we hope to create a beautiful connec-
tion and memory together, truly a Celebration of
the Extraordinary!’

Pua is a freelance choreographer and instructor
with a wealth of experience in competitions, man-
aging productions, performing in shows per-
formed and educating youths in dance through
his classes. He has choreographed for Chingay
from 2009 to 2015 and National Day Parade
(NDP) for 2011, 2012 and 2014. In addition, Pua
has represented Singapore for the SEA Games
2013 Closing Ceremony in Myanmar, and more
recently, part of the Opening Ceremony for the
28th SEA Games that was held in Singapore.
Other opportunities include choreographing and
performing for Project Superstar Kelly Poon’s Mu-
sic Video and her public performances and
shows, working with Universal Music (Music Vid-
eos), the Singapore Press Holdings (Road-
shows), Mediacorp (Shows) and People’s Asso-
ciation Youth Movement (Chingay).




Dr Tan Kai Syng, Visual Director, Communica-
tions Director www.kaisyngtan.com

‘Each of us is ‘special’. It is our man-made
narrow-mindedness that dis-en-ables us. This
September, | was (finally) diagnosed with ADHD,
dyspraxia and dyslexia. Not being physical,
such traits are often hidden or disguised. I'd
never been screened as I've always been a high-
achiever. And | achieve because, and not in
spite, of my ‘disorders’. These are my qifts, my
distinct programming systems that en-able me to
see, intuit, analyse and intellectualise about the
world in uniqgue ways. Working on the shows - in
particular, putting together the programme book-
lets in 6 weeks flat with a team of two - has been
challenging. And | love a cracking challenge.
Who needs a boring, easy life?’

Tan is an award-winning artist, curator, re-
searcher, lecturer and advisor. After running
about in the art world (dOCUMENTA; Biennale of
Sydney; transmediale; Artangle Open100; Young
Artist Award, San Francisco International Film
Festival Golden Gate Award, Japan Foundation
artist-in-residency award, artworks in Museum of
London and Fukuoka Art Museum

Collections), she returned to the Slade School of
Fine Art and completed her Fine Art PhD as a
University College London Scholar. Tan also has
a MA Distinction from Tokyo’s Musashino Art Uni-
versity, and a first class honours from the Slade
(as Singapore’s first Shell-NAC arts scholar). She
is a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts (past
members include Charles Dickens and Karl
Marx), Arts and Humanities Research Council
Peer Reviewer (UK) and Director of the RUN!

RUN! RUN! International Body for Research. She
currently works as a Research Fellow at Leeds
College of Art (UK). She has been Expert Panel
Advisor for Media Development Authority,
amongst others.
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Airik Ng, Set / Props Director

‘Working on this project has impacted me on
many levels. In Fire Your Imagination, we are re-
minded how as individuals we play an important
part within the larger community. We partake as
a creator or an observer. Either way, we experi-
ence that emotional resonance for the athletes
who expand and redefine what we understand
about human being’s exceptional capabilities.’

Ng comes with a background in fine art. Cur-
rently a storyboard artist, set designer, props de-
signer and an art educator, his dynamite experi-
ence is a force to be reckoned with. Ng has pro-
duced storyboards for films, documentaries and
television commercials. As an art educator, he
shares his personal art experiences with a wide
range of students including children, adults and
retirees. As a set designer and props master for
the APG OCC, Ng interprets the complexity of
the show through his pre-visualising skills to
bring about Tan’s vision in a way that is easily un-
derstood.

Moe Kassim, Costume Director

‘I began my creative journey as a self-taught de-
signer. Thus, | had to quickly learn the ropes. in a
competitive industry filled with talented people.
With sheer hard work | found myself achieving
the goals | had set for myself. The road to suc-
Cess is never an easy one. | can personally
vouch for that! The resilience of the athletes and
performers in this event is indeed admirable. Be-
ing part of this is a such an honour. | am so de-
lighted to design meaningful costumes for these
wonderfully talented group of people.’

Our in-house costume virtuoso is Moe, whose
creations have featured in major national events
like the National Day Parade 2006 as well as the
annual Chingay Parades. Moe was trained in the
performance arts with the SAF Music and Drama
Company in the 1990’s. His assiduous attention
to accurate details, creative eye for colourful de-
signs have been seen in numerous stage produc-
tions commissioned by W!Id Rice such as Alad-
din (2004) and Oi! Sleeping Beauty! (2005). Toy
Factory’s Titoudao (2007) won him national ac-
claim from the larger arts community. Moe has
attained ‘Best Costume Design’ in Straits Times
Life! Theatre Awards’ for many consecutive
years. Moe'’s recent project includes The World
Expo (2012) in Korea, Wildrice! Panto Hansel &
Gretel (2012), Michael Chiang’s High Class
(2013) and Theatre Practice’s Legends of the
Southern Arch (2015).
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Suven Chan, Lighting Director

‘What an honour - not only are we opening this
special sports event, we are showcasing the
amazing talent and passion of performers with a
wide range of abilities and capabilities. Everyone
has put in so much of effort. The success that
comes with this is indeed one to be savoured!’

The Ceremonies are illuminated with the lighting
talent of Suven Chan, who has had a multitude of
experience creating the lighting design for vari-
ous major theatre companies in Singapore. Chan
came to Singapore in 1990 to work in the Substa-
tion as Technical Manager after graduating from
the Hong Kong Academy for Performing Arts.
She then worked in different commercial compa-
nies and returned to the theatre business in 1998
as freelance lighting designer. Chan’s lighting de-
sign experience include being involved in pro-
ductions by W!ld Rice, Singapore Repertory
Theatre, Singapore Dance Theatre, Cake Theatri-
cal Productions and The Necessary Stage. In
2004, Chan clinched the LIFE! Theatre Awards
for Best Lighting Design for “ Revelations” by
The Necessary Stage and in 2005, the LIFE!
Theatre Awards for Best Lighting Design for “
Sound of A Voice” by Lunar-id Theatre.

Genevieve Peck (born 1990), Chief Associate Vis-
ual Director

‘Being part of the Creative Team has been a
great privilege. The months of preparation work
has bestowed upon me the amazing opportunity
to interact with individuals from various back-
grounds. It has been truly enriching. | hope that
through the ASEAN Para Games Ceremonies, we
are able to bring a smile to all athletes, perform-
ers and audiences alike, making it an eventful
celebration of the human spirit.’

Peck graduated from The Royal Central School
of Speech and Drama, London (2012) with a
Bachelor of Arts (Honours) in Theatre Practice,
specializing in Lighting and Projection/ Video De-
sign. Though she is only in her mid-20s, Gene-
vieve has had the privilege to design for shows
not only in Theatre, but Musicals, Dance and
Concerts. Examples include Singapore Lyric Op-
era, Singapore Chinese Orchestra, at the Theatre
Green Base Theatre (Tokyo Japan), Esplanade
Concert Hall, National Museum of Singapore Gal-
lery Theatre, Kallang Theatre, as well as other
venues such as the Royal Opera House (Lon-
don) to critical acclaim in the UK.
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Associates
Lui Chee Chau, Performer, Arranger

‘| am a strong believer in equality for all. As the
first visually-challenged student to be admitted
to LASALLE College of the Arts and Nanyang
Academy of Fine Arts, | have helped to open
doors for other up-and-coming musicians with
disabilities to pursue their dreams. This project
enables people who have special needs to shine
like others. This is also a chance to show the
world that we are able to contribute, when given
the right opportunities. | want to motivate people,
whether disabled or not, to not give up, but to
chase your dreams.’

Lui was born blind in 1979. With scholarships
from the Lee Foundation and the Shaw Founda-
tion, Lui attended LASALLE College of the Arts
and graduated with a Diploma in Performing Arts
(Music) with Distinction. He subsequently at-
tended the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts,
where he graduated with a BSc Music (First
Class Honours) awarded by the University of
Wales, U.K. At both LASALLE and NAFA, he was
the first visually-challenged student ever admit-
ted. His exemplary performance has now
opened the doors at both institutions for the
visually-impaired. Apart from representing Malay-
sia at the Wataboshi Asia Pacific Music Festival
in 1995, 1999, 2001, 2009 and 2012, Lui also
composed for the Malaysian National Science
Centre and arranged for the 50th Malaysian

Olympic Council. Liu is currently a freelance com-
poser, music arranger and sound engineer.

Marc Brandon Hor, Technical / Special Effects Di-
rector

“It is such a unigue opportunity to be involved in
tis project. The process has been an amazing
roller-coaster ride! I'm very happy to be able to
explore and expand on such exciting ideas and
to use all my available resources to create a
strong and impactful memory for everyone.”

Another of our treasured collaborators is Hor, a
Project Engineer at AVL Acoustic Systems Pte
Ltd with over 18 years of technical and manage-
ment experience. As a technical designer, Marc
constantly seeks out external opportunities, ap-
plying his various skills in lighting design and
video productions, alongside events manage-
ment. Other current clients include Golden Vil-
lage, and Formula 1 Night Race.
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Bertrand Lee, Associate Visual Director

‘I am thrilled to be part of the Creative Team, as
the subject matter is something that is very close
to my heart. Through my film efforts for this show,
| want to express what it means to be a person
with disability, and depict how these athletes
have to put in one thousand times more effort
compared to others in order to be at the top of
their game.’

Trained at the prestigious Escola Superior de Cin-
ema i Audiovisuales de Catalunya, Spain, Lee
first gained prominence in 2004 when his short
film Birthday was selected as to screen at the
prestigious Venice Film Festival, and subse-
quently went on to screen at more than 50 inter-
national festivals, picking up 6 international festi-
val awards. Other accolades include winning the
Best Short Fiction Film at Filmfest Dresden 2005.
Unfortunately, while taking pictures of the Indian
Ocean in Mumbai in 2005, a two-tonne lorry
mowed Lee down. He lost his left
leg, which was amputated right up
to his pelvic bone. After a 4-year
recovery period, Lee resumed mak-
ing films and has since directed

ad campaigns for clients such as
BreadTalk, Canon, Dumex, McDon-
ald’s, Singtel, Starhub, Philips in
Singapore and around Asia. Re-
cent commissions include CiNE 65
commission 2014,
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Amelia Jaishree, Chief Writer

“To be involved in APG 2015 as a writer has not
only been a great honour, but an excellent oppor-
tunity for me to reconnect with society as | revisit
the true human spirit of strength, resilience and
unrelenting determination.’
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Timothy Chan (b 1990), Associate Visual Director

‘My work in the shows consist of marks | create
by running paint under my wheelchair tyres. |
have also made digital drawings that are based
on X-ray images of my own body, as | want to
show that there’s beauty inside all of us. This will
be the most significant work that | have done to
date, and being in the show is a tremendous vali-
dation of my work. Through my work, created in
collaboration with fellow Associate Visual Direc-
tor Michael Larsson, | want to inspire other peo-
ple with disability, and to show how we are able
to make meaningful contributions to society.’

Chan (b 1990) is a young role model for sport,
art and disability. Aged 5, Chan was diagnosed
with Duchenne Muscular Dystrophy, a muscular
disorder. Today, he is an inventive young artist
and designer. Currently a 3rd year Product De-
sign student at the Art and Design Media, Nan-
yang Technological University, he mobilises his
wheelchair as art medium, and his own X-Rays
as beautiful patterns. Chan was Singapore repre-
sentative for the 5th ASEAN Para Games 2009,
and Champion at the 4th and 9th National Dis-
ability League (Chess, 2009, 2014).

Kleopatra Korai, Associate Visual Director
https://vimeo.com/lokey

‘It is a great honour to be involved as an artist in
such a huge and aspirational event. Seven days
of pure sportsmanship bringing together people
from all over Asia to demonstrate and celebrate
the power of the human spirit. | surely hope my
work touches the hearts and minds of all the peo-
ple watching. My aim is to make the world feel
closer to the amazing athletes participating in
this glorious celebration of the extraordinary.’

Korai is a director and animator with a focus on
video, motion graphics and stop-motion anima-
tion. She studied Photography at Blow Up in Ath-
ens and Film at the European Film School in Den-
mark. She has also completed the Animation Pro-
gram in Bristol U.K., co-created by the University
of Bristol and the world-renowned Aardman Ani-
mations, for which she has also worked as Pro-
duction Assistant. Kleopatra has developed, di-
rected and produced short films, music videos
as well as animation for television, film and adver-
tising commercials. She has also created video
components for theatrical plays and 3D art instal-
lations. Since 2005, alongside art director Yanni
Lolis, she has been one half of the creative team
LoKey based out of Athens and New York. She is
a founding member of the new media art collec-
tive Medea Electronique whose work has been
displayed and performed at the Onassis Cultural
Centre, the Benaki Museum and the Michael Ca-
coyannis Foundation, among others.
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Michael Larsson, Associate Visual Director
www.ohsoweird.com

‘It is a true privilege to participate in creating the
face of the 8th ASEAN Para Games. Given the
width of collaborators involved in the creative
process each and one of us - with unique skill-
set of tools have the ability to collectively pro-
duce an equally unique experience that will
speak to the hearts and minds of our audience.
All is one.’

As an international display of talents, our Crea-
tive Team boasts our very own Larsson, who is a
Swedish filmmaker and photographer. Michael
possesses a passion for artistic exploration in
moving images to tell stories about the human
state of mind and its relationship to time and
space. With a background in photojournalism his
exploration have spanned from traditional art
practices to contemporary vision sciences, from
photography via filmmaking to stereoscopic vir-
tual reality. Dedicated to artistic and technologi-
cal innovation he runs a creative agency with an
international portfolio of work.

Justin Heng, Choreographer (Foreign Bodies)

‘This journey has been an enlightening one. In
the process of teaching these very motivated
group of dancers, the following thought kept run-
ning through my mind: ‘the only disability we
have is the lack of compassion’. We take many
things for granted and fail to consider those
around us who struggle. Compassion is not
about taking pity on others. It's about consider-
ing how others are. This is how the good in hu-
manity can be maintained.’

Yan Tuck Hong, Associate Visual Director
http://www.tuckys.com/main/

‘Being an ex-athlete myself, watching how the
athletes push themselves has been a remarkable
experience. Through my photographs and vid-
eos, | want to help change people’s perception,
and to respect these athletes in the Para Games
as being on par with all world-class athletes. I've
seen what the 2012 London Paralympics has
done. | think we can do it for ASEAN too.’

Yan is a well-known professional photographer
with more than 20 years of experience in theatre
and performance photography His past high-
profile clientele includes Cake (theatre produc-
tion), Esplanade and Ministry of Trade and Indus-

try.
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Schools

Christina Mok, lecturer leading a team from Ngee
Ann Polytechnic

‘We feel especially honoured to be part of the
Games, the very first in Singapore's history. Just
being among athletes dedicated to their game
has been overwhelming. Through our work, we
want to express the beauty and power of the
Games. The athletes are really showing us what
doing the impossible means! We can't wait to
capture the soul and sounds of what goes on be-
hind the scenes of the 8th Asean Para-Games
Opening and Closing Ceremonies.’

Transfixion Production consists of six students
and staff members from the School of Infocomm
Technology. Lecturer Christina Mok leads staff
and students Ho Si Hao, Vittorio Carecci Wei
Long, Siti Zalilah Binte Rosli, Godon Koh Wan
Rong, Syafig Syahmi bin Zakariah. They in turn
guide and collaborate with Fu Hua Primary
School and Clementi Town Secondary School
Multimedia Services Club. Together they capture
what goes on behind the creative process of the
Ceremonies - the sweat, tears and tears of joy.

Khalid Al Mkhlaafy, lecturer leading a team from
LASALLE College of the Arts

‘It's been a wonderful educational experience for
my students as they got the opportunity to work
with the athletes, Sports Singapore and the Sin-
gapore Disability Sports Council. It is also about
giving back to the community, which is some-
thing that we take very seriously. It's been a tre-
mendous pressure too, as the work will be experi-
enced by a large number of people!’

Lecturer Khalid Al Mkhlaafy leads a group of
staff and students from the Diploma of Broadcast
Media and School of Performing Arts. Together
they create three ‘| Am A Champion’ are ‘video
poems’ for the Opening Ceremony, which are
pithy and punchy short films that surprise the
viewers about what they thought they knew
about disability.
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Project Management

Amber Lin (born 1992), Project Director

‘It is a great honour and inspiration to be in-
volved as the Project Manager and one of the lyri-
cists. It has allowed me to see the superhuman

in everyone | work with: the crew, the performers,
the athletes, even myself. We want this work to
not just entertain, but change the ways people
define a person's 'ability’. Everyone has their

own unique superpower, and we should be

proud of what we can do, no matter what it is.’

A graduate from the Diploma in Performance Pro-
gram in LASALLE College of the Arts, Lin is a
freelance actor and a part-time spoken word
artiste. She was last seen as young Georgette in
"The Worlds of Georgette Chen" (Channel News
Asia). In the recent National Youth Film Awards,
she won the Best Performance Award for her role
in a short film, "Chasing Tomorrow". While she
dabbles in puppeteering (Puppets and Mas-
cots), Lin has outstanding experience in stage
management (Bellepoque) and teaching (Inward-
bound, Wordforward). Lin hopes to contribute in
raising the profile of the performing arts scene in
Singapore.

Idham Budiman, Body Percussionist Trainer

‘To be given such an important role for a prestig-
lous event makes me feel excited and yet nerv-
ous. With this project, | hope that | can explore
my creativity to its limit as | am working with new
materials such as body percussion and Chinese
drums.’

Jolinna Ang, Visuals Department

‘| have been a big fan of sports and have known
about the ASEAN Para Games for some time
now. | think it takes more than an exceptional
sportsman to become part of the Para Games.
This inspires me as | go around filming the art-
works created by the students of the Special
Schools. | want more people to see the athletes
as they are, the hope that they represent.’

Dharfianto, Visuals Department

‘What a new experience and a wonderful plat-
form to grow as a filmmaker! Stories about life
have always intrigued me in many ways and | am
sure my involvement in this will be something en-
riching at the end of the day.’
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Muralidharan Gopal, Communications Depart-
ment

‘This has been a great opportunity for me to
learn and foster a bond with the people who
have made a difference in their lives. | wish to
spread the word of their courage and determina-
tion to inspire the world at large.’

PHOTOGRAPHS

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ja04yagbvilp1snw/A

ACZyOyWyDv30O3LgriMZy4FDa?d|=0
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LINKS

The Creative Director’s Vision:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/10/in-hope-of-changing-peopl
es-perceptions

Gallery:
http://ohsoweird.com/portfolio/8th-asean-para-ga

mes/

Recording of ceremony

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yyAg gOblxc

Selected press coverage

J Chen, May. 2015. “ASEAN Para Games: An
Emotional Climax.” AsiaOne, December 10.
http://news.asiaone.com/news/singapore/asean-
para-games-emotional-climax.

o hermesauto. 2015. “Asean Para Games:
Seven memorable moments from the first APG
held in S’pore.” The Straits Times, December 10.
http://www.straitstimes.com/sport/asean-para-ga
mes-seven-memorable-moments-from-the-first-a
pg-held-in-spore.
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J Lee, Hsieng Loong. 2015. “#APG2015
Closed with a Spectacular Ceremony Ytdy. TY to
All Who Made It a Success! — LHL
http://on.fb.me/1RbfPzS pic.twitter.com/LpnpmfM
sli.” Twitter.com. @leehsienloong. December 9.
https://twitter.com/leehsienloong/status/6748046
29918486528.

J Lim, Say Heng. 2015a. “Opening Ceremony
of Asean Para Games Set to Wow.” The New Pa-
per, December 1.
http://www.tnp.sg/sports/team-singapore/openin
g-ceremony-asean-para-games-set-wow.

. 2015b. “Singapore’s Asean Para
Games Hailed as Best Ever.” The New Paper. De-
cember 10.
http://www.tnp.sg/sports/team-singapore/singap

o Nanyang Technological University. 2016.
“Bank on His Heart.” HEY! The NTU Magazine,
February.
http://www.hey.ntu.edu.sg/pdf_issues/HEY_jan_f
eb2016.pdf.

° Ngau, Kai Yan, and Nur Afifah Ariffin. 2015.
“Sneak Peek: ASEAN Para Games Opening Cere-
mony.” Channel NewsAsia, November 30.
http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/sport/sne
ak-peek-asean-para/2307312.html.

o SAPGOC. 2015. “ASEAN Para Games
Come to a Close.” 8th ASEAN Para Games 2015.
December 9.
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/ne
ws-articles/2015/12/asean-para-games-come-to-
a-close.

ores-asean-para-games-hailed-best-ever.
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| Sport Singapore. 2015a. Behind the
Scenes - Getting Everyone Involved | 8th ASEAN
Para Games.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TIbsRgYHHt

E.
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Selected stories:

Luo Mang, star of movement one, who has
autism:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/11/be-enthralled-by-dance-virt
U0SO-luo-mang

Sign language as performance:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/11/sign-language-interpretatio

n-at-apg
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Educational impact: on Rainbow School:
https://www.aseanparagames?2015.com/news/fe

ature-stories/2015/12/apg-performance-a-breakt
hrough-for-young-lidiya

Educational impact: on Ngee Ann Polytechnic
https://www.aseanparagames?2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/11/ngee-ann-poly-team-showc

ases-apg-stories

Educational impact: on Fuhua Primary School:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/11/student-photographers-imp

ress-in-apg-coverage

Flawless Artistry: about Timothy Chan, Associate
Visual Director and champion chess player:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/10/flawless-artistry

The choreographer who cares:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/12/pulling-it-off-together

The power of photography:
https://www.aseanparagames2015.com/news/fe
ature-stories/2015/10/the-power-of-photography
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