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Background

-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ ÁÎ 
example of regional football emergence & 
growth

This research is part of a study aiming to:
ÅInterpret the early development of the game

ÅUnderstand its significance to Manchester. 

ÅIdentify how the game developed in the region; who 
the early pioneers were; the influence of the sport on 
the locality and on identity; the relationship with other 
sports and leisure activities; the people who 
participated and spectated; and what the motives 
were of those who encouraged the development of 
clubs.

ÅThe culmination of the research will map the 
emergence, development and establishment of 
association football in Manchester

For example, previous research has analysed 
the affordability of football. These tables 
were published in Soccer & Society paper



-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÅÉÇÈÔ ÍÉÌÅÓ

The city of Manchester and its 
expansion 1838 to 1931 (left); 
approx. 8 miles from centre 

modern map (above) and time by 
tram/distance from central 

Manchester 1914 map  (1838 city of 
Manchester superimposed) 



-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ &ÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ !ÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÕÐ ÔÏ ΧίΩΪ

ÅManchester grew rapidly with little to unify 
the population
Å&! #ÕÐ ÅÓÔÁÂÌÉÓÈÅÄ ΧήέΨ ×ÉÔÈ -ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ 

first entrants 1877
ÅFA Cup semi-final staged in Manchester 

1882 & 1883
ÅManchester staged FAC Final 1893
ÅΧήίΨ ÂÏÔÈ -ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÐÒÏÍÉÎÅÎÔ ÓÉÄÅÓ 

join the League
Å1899 Manchester City win Second Division 

title & become first Manchester side to win 
promotion

Top: 
Manchester 
Association 
enter the FA 
Cup, 1877; 

Middle: 1893 
FAC final at 
Fallowfield, 
Manchester; 

Bottom: 
Christmas 
1898 and 
-#&# ȬÃÌÉÍÂ 
the golden 
ÓÔÁÉÒÓȭ ÁÈÅÁÄ 
of Newton 

Heath (MUFC) 
as they head 

for promotion



-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ &ÏÏÔÂÁÌÌ !ÃÈÉÅÖÅÍÅÎÔÓ ÕÐ ÔÏ ΧίΩΪ

Å1904 City win FA Cup & runners up in 
League

Å1906 United promoted for first time

Å1908 United League champions

Å1909 United FA Cup winners

Å1911 United League champions

Å1926 City FA Cup finalists

Å1933 City FA Cup finalists

Å1934 City FA Cup winners



Significance of first success in 1904

ÅThe 1903-04 FA Cup success inspired many

ÅThe subsequent homecoming united 
Mancunians in celebration for first time

ÅThe social character of the parade was 
commented on by observers: ȬÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
juveniles who had swarmed the convenient 
lamp posts in order to obtain a glimpse of all 
there was to be seen, to the corpulent old 
dames who encroached on to the tram lines 
ÁÎÄ ÖÉÇÏÒÏÕÓÌÙ ÃÌÁÐÐÅÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÈÁÎÄÓȢȭ 

Manchester Courier, column 6 Ȱ#ÉÔÙȭÓȱ (ÏÍÅ-coming: Enthusiastic Reception Of Meredith 
And His Men, p.6, Tuesday 26 April 1904

Thereis nothing in the annalsof football
that will comparewith the magnificent
reception...

Notwithstanding the lateness of their
arrival, the whole population of the
city turnedout to dothemhonour.

Daily Dispatch

Therewerefully five timesasmanypeople
along the route of the triumphal
processionaswerein the streetson the
occasionof the visit of the Princeand
Princessof Wales. Not even on the
occasion of the rejoicings which
followed the news of the relief of
Mafekingwas the enthusiasmgreater
than it waslast night, andcertainlythe
demonstrationdid the City infinitely
morecreditthan did the wild saturnalia
which was the outcome of General
Baden0Ï×ÅÌÌȭÓsuccessfulresistanceto
the Boers

ManchesterEveningNews



The Boys Stand

Å1904 success came at a time when 
an identifiable youth sub culture 
had developed

ÅManchester City capitalised on 
this

Å"ÏÙÓ 3ÔÁÎÄ ÂÅÃÁÍÅ ȬÔÈÅÉÒȭ ÓÐÁÃÅ

4ÈÅ "ÏÙÓ 3ÔÁÎÄ ÁÔ -ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒ #ÉÔÙȭÓ (ÙÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ ÇÒÏÕÎÄȟ ÁÓ ÉÔ ÌÏÏËÅÄ 
in 1907 (below) and roofed in 1910 (above). Attendees talked of the 
ÓÔÁÎÄȭÓ ÃÕÌÔÕÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÔÍÏÓÐÈÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÓÕÂÓÅÑÕÅÎÔ ÄÅÃÁÄÅÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÙÏÕÔÈÓ 

were free of all adults and restrictions

Boys in uniform (school, 
band?) looking out of 

Main Stand towards the 
Boys Stand c.1904 



The Boys Stand 

In 1905 an analysis of the leisure activities of 
-ÁÎÃÈÅÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÍÁÌÅÓ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÅÄ ÔÈÅ 
importance of football in their lives: 

If a stranger in Manchester should happen on a 
×ÉÎÔÅÒȭÓ 3ÁÔÕÒÄÁÙ ÁÆÔÅÒÎÏÏÎ ÔÏ ÓÐÅÎÄ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒ ÏÒ Ô×Ï 
in watching one of the great football matches on the 
Manchester City ground in Hyde Road, he would be 
most surprised by the very large number of young 
lads gathered together to watch the game. 

Charles EB Russell, Manchester Boys: Sketches of Manchester Lads at Work andPlay
(Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1905), 67.

! "ÏÙȭÓ ÓÅÁÓÏÎ ÔÉÃËÅÔ ÁÎÄ ÂÏÙÓȭ 
band watching Meredith 

(above), mÏÒÅ ÂÏÙÓ ÁÔ #ÉÔÙȭÓ 
Hyde Road 1905 (below)



Progressive attendance records 1895 to 1934

Club Opponent Date Attendance Capacity Venue

City Newton

Heath

7 December

1895

20,000 25,000 Hyde

Road

City Liverpool 3April 1896 30,000 30,000 Hyde

Road

United City 25 December

1902

40,000 40,000 Bank

Street

United Liverpool 19 February

1910

50,000 70,000 Old

Trafford

United City 17 September

1910

60,000 70,000 Old

Trafford

United City 20 November

1920

63,000 70,000 Old

Trafford

City Cardiff

City

8 March1924 76,166 82,000 Maine

Road

City StokeCity 3March1934 84,569 85,000 Maine

Road

Men, women and children at Hyde Road, 1913 (above) - All 
female fans offered season tickets & match tickets at boys 

prices in every part of stadium
5ÎÉÔÅÄȭÓ /ÌÄ 4ÒÁÆÆÏÒÄ ΧίΧΦ ɉÌÅÆÔɊ ÁÎÄ #ÉÔÙȭÓ -ÁÉÎÅ 2ÏÁÄ ΧίΩΪ 

(right)



Grey Beards

ȬÇÒÅÙ ÂÅÁÒÄÓȭȟ ÂÏÙÓȟ ÍÅÎ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÍÅÎ - Manchester 
#ÉÔÙȭÓ (ÙÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ ΧίΦΫ ɉÌÅÆÔ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÐɊ ÁÎÄ ÇÁÔÅÓ 
closed 45 minutes before kick off1913 (below)



Geographical Moves

United move to 
Old Trafford 1910

City move to Maine 
Road 1923

5ÎÉÔÅÄȭÓ "ÁÎË 3ÔÒÅÅÔ ÉÎ ΧίΦέ

#ÉÔÙȭÓ (ÙÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ ÉÎ ΧίΦέ

Ȱ) ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÆÅÌÔ (ÙÄÅ 2ÏÁÄ ×ÁÓ ÈÏÍÅÌÙȢ ɍ(Ï×ÅÖÅÒɎ ×Å ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ ÃÏÎÆÉÎÅÄȢ %ÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÌÏÏËÅÄ 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÙÏÕ ÂÕÔ ÔÈÅÒÅ ×ÁÓÎȭÔ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÒÏÏÍȢ  -ÁÉÎÅ 2ÏÁÄȟ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÏÔÈÅÒ ÈÁÎÄȟ ×ÁÓ ÍÁÓÓÉÖÅ ÁÎÄ ) 
enjoyed standing on the Popular Side for many years. I thought Maine Road was a wonderful 
ÐÌÁÃÅ ÁÎÄ ×ÏÒÔÈÙ ÏÆ ÓÕÃÈ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÔÅÁÍȢȱ95 year old Randell Cockshoot, interviewed in October 2003.


