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(survey)

Short summary in English

The Social Land Program is one of the few initiatives
which combine low investment with numerous
innovative elements and large impact. The first
important feature is the voluntary nature of the
program. In comparison to the majority of the activation
programs, in this one, the municipalities and families
have to apply for the opportunity. The motivation of the
participants becomes more important in the program
than the social control. This kind of program offers the
opportunity for the participants to develop special skills,
to achieve a good performance and self-confidence.
Further important characteristic is the bottom-up
organization of the local project. In comparison to the
top down coordinated public employment programs,
here the activity is designed and carried out locally, and
with the participation of the Roma minority
organizations. This attitude towards the target group
(enabling and motivating without sanctioning, offering
different services, consulting and couching, when the
participants need social or professional support) is not
usual in Hungary.

From the economic aspect, it is worth to mention the
recreation of the traditional, but forgotten household
economies by the disadvantaged groups, and to offer
new roles in the family and the local community: to
work, to produce something useful and to have chance
to give something for the others. Flexibility, variety is
also important, according to the needs of the target
groups, the program can result is anything from self-
sufficiency to goods production.

The participants of the social land program are
individuals from households of small communities with
low levels of education, unfavorable labor market
statuses and mainly with passive resources of income.
The participation and application are voluntary in the
program. In the analyzed programs, the organizers
mainly favored families raising 3 or more children during
the selection process.. The conditions for participation
were also formed by the performed activities, as in the
“Horticulture and smaller livestock farming sub-
program” applicants were required to have an area of
land that is appropriate for being cultivated, as well as a
building that could be used for small livestock farming.
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8 disadvantaged and low-population rural settlements
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collection interviews,
telephone
interviews,
structured, semi
structured or
unstructured,
questionnaires;
focus groups
Language Hungarian
Kind of data Out of the 153 surveyed people 42 (15 men and 27
women) considered themselves to be of Roma ethnicity,
which is 26.9 percent of all participants. Based on the
approximation of mayors who participate in the
program, in most communities, at least 50 percent of all
land program participants consists of gypsy people.
Most of the participants of the Social Land Program
joined due to their intentions of achieving a better
quality of life (68.7%) or because they wanted to
improve their self-sufficiency (6.7%). They were certain
about the fact that participation in the program will not
supply their living needs, but they also knew that it
could have an important role in adding to their income.
Their expectations regarding the improvement of their
living standards have become real according to the
survey the participants filed in as on a scale of 1to 5,
61.4 percent of them marked the ‘completely satisfied’
option, while 23.5 percent marked the ‘rather satisfied’
option. 88.2 percent of them said that they would
participate in the program once more.
Sampling Eg purposive, random
random, stratified
Number of units 153
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